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Major New Dutch Initiative on Climate Change
After one year of preparations more than 40 Dutch 
Nature Conservation, Environment, Development 
and Humanitarian NGOs have joined together to 
start a huge joint climate change program and a 
related public campaign.  
 
The coalition includes Oxfam, Red Cross 
Netherlands, Unicef, PLAN, WWF and many other 
national and international NGOs. 
 
The total budget of the programme and the 
campaign is € 16.3 million for the period 2006 – 
2007. 
  
The objectives are  
 
(1) to reduce the risks of climate change by 
integrating responses to climate change and climate 
variability into disaster risk reduction, poverty 
reduction and sustainable development efforts  
(2) to raise the sense of urgency by using the 
climate risk reduction projects within the 
programme as climate ‘witnesses’  
(3) to reduce emissions by convincing at least one 
million consumers to take action.  
  
Although the public campaign has no policy 
objectives in itself, we consider the public 
campaign as essential to strengthen the ongoing 
activities to influence government policies and the 
climate policy of major Dutch companies. 
  
The communications concept is ‘Hier’ which 
means ‘here’. This concept can help to show that 
climate change is not an abstract, long term 
environmental problem, but that it is happening 
here and here and here. It also helps to show that 
each person and organisation can be part of the 
solution, here, here and here. To cite Bill Clinton 
from his speech during the last COP:  "Here's what 
I am going to do!" 
  
The concept can be used by the participating 
NGOs, other NGOs and participating organisations, 
like local authorities. It can also be used by the 
business sector, in offering a well-defined package 
of products like efficient light bulbs, the most 
efficient (Top Ten) appliances, green electricity and 
climate-neutral products. 
 

The name of the campaign website is www.hier.nu  
(hier.nu means here.now) 
  
The Program is intended to be internationally 
relevant as well: 

-          The chosen approach to include 
humanitarian an development NGOs to 
raise the sense of urgency is innovative 
and will hopefully contribute to their 
involvement in other countries. 

-          More than half of the projects will take 
place in developing countries, especially 
the projects of development and 
humanitarian NGOs. They offer new 
opportunities for climate impact stories 
and climate ‘witnesses’; 

-          The communications approach is meant 
to be easily be copied in other countries; 

-          The Dutch Top Ten project for the most 
efficient products is part of an innovative 
international project to introduce Top Ten 
websites in ten European countries (see 
www.topten.info) and to create buyer’s 
groups like local authorities and banks. 
This international approach can create 
enough volume to transform markets;  

-          At least half of the compensation of 
climate neutral products will come from 
‘gold standard’ CDM projects. 

  
On the site www.klimaatbureau.nl you can find an 
overview of the programme, including a short 
description of the different projects (page in 
English) and a short film on the first phase of the 
public campaign (unfortunately in Dutch, but the 
basic ideas can easily be understood).   
 
EU Market Prices Firm 
 
Recent trading saw the EU allowance prices remain 
relatively stable. www.pointcarbon.com 

Overall the market seems to be moved up from its 
past trading range into a tighter range between 26-
27 Euro closing up at 27.30 Euro. 
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Kyoto Still Seen as Realistic 
Solution 
According to the acting head of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change, 
Richard Kinley, industrialized countries that have 
ratified the 1997 Kyoto Protocol can still reach 
their legally binding emissions targets. 
 
Under the Kyoto Protocol, 34 industrialized 
countries and the EEC are required to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 5% below 
1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. A total of 160 
Parties to the Protocol have now ratified the treaty, 
which entered into force on 16 February  2005. 
 
Looking ahead to the first anniversary of the entry 
into force of the Kyoto Protocol this week, Richard 
Kinley said that as a whole, these countries were 
"on their way to lower their emission levels by at 
least 3.5% below 1990 levels during the first 
commitment period". "With the help of additional 
measures and the use of Kyoto market-based 
mechanisms, they will as a group be able to reach 
their agreed Kyoto reduction targets", he added.  
 
In addition to the implementation of climate-
friendly policies at home, the Kyoto Protocol 
allows countries to meet their emission targets 
through the Kyoto mechanisms. For example, the 
clean development mechanism allows 
industrialized countries to generate emission credits 
or allowances through investment in emission 
reductions projects in developing countries. 
 
"The currently known project potential of the clean 
development mechanism is estimated to generate 
over 700 million tonnes of emission reductions by 
the end of 2012, the first commitment period of the 
Kyoto Protocol.  This is almost as much as the 
annual greenhouse gas emissions of Canada," said 
Christine Zumkeller, Coordinator of the Project-
based Mechanisms Programme. 
 
According to reports by industrialized countries 
submitted to the UNFCCC secretariat at the 
beginning of 2006, many countries have already 
made significant progress in putting in place 
policies, and enacting relevant legislative, 
regulatory and institutional frameworks for 
achieving their Kyoto commitments. 
  
Some results are already visible. New policies put 
in place in the 15 countries that were members of 

the EU at the adoption of the Protocol in 1997 
brought the emissions down by 1.7% compared to 
1990 levels. This is roughly equivalent to the 
annual greenhouse gas emissions of Denmark or 
Bulgaria. Data received from Sweden suggests that 
without all the climate change policies put in place 
since 1990, emissions in 2010 would have been 
20% higher compared to 1990. 
 
Whilst pointing to these positive developments, 
UNFCCC acting head Richard Kinley insisted that 
it was clear that many Parties to the Kyoto Protocol 
would have to sustain or even intensify their 
efforts. "Setting these actions in motion will be the 
success of Kyoto, but more is needed. The 
implementation of the Protocol will help to drive to 
the technology innovation needed to further bring 
down emissions". 
 
http://unfccc.int/files/press/news_room/press_releas
es_and_advisories/application/pdf/20060214_anniv
ersary_kp_entry_into_force.pdf 
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‘Carbon Monitor’ is a client service of EITG.  
EITG develops, facilitates and engineers Carbon Mitigation 
projects and strategies.  
 
EITG corporate advisory provides high-level briefings and 
advice on building robust responses to emerging 
regulatory structures. 
 
EITG is part of an international consortium with 
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